
Frequently Asked
Questions

WHAT IS M28? 
M28 IS A PARTNERSHIP IN CERTIFICATE-LEVEL THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION BETWEEN KAIROS UNIVERSITY (SIOUX FALLS, SD) AND
SEVERAL AMERICAN BAPTIST REGIONS, INCLUDING ABC OF INDIANA & KENTUCKY, ABC OF MICHIGAN, ABC OF THE GREAT RIVERS,
ABC OF OHIO, AND MISSION NORTHWEST.  THIS PROGRAM SEEKS TO PROVIDE QUALITY, ATS-ACCREDITED EDUCATION, TO PERSONS
CURRENTLY PASTORING SMALLER ABC CONGREGATIONS, OR WHO MAY ASPIRE TO DO SO.  THE PROGRAM MAY ALSO PREPARE
THESE PASTORAL CANDIDATES FOR A REGIONAL LEVEL OF ORDINATION WITHIN THEIR HOME ABC REGION, SHOULD THEY CHOOSE
TO PURSUE IT.

A LAITY TRAINING TRACK IS ALSO AVAILABLE FOR CONGREGATIONAL LEADERS THROUGH M28, AND MAY ALSO BE PURSUED
TOWARD FULL CERTIFICATION.  

WHY IS THE REGION TRANSITIONING FROM THE PRIOR (CLI) MODEL? 
AMERICAN BAPTIST REGIONS HAVE LONG BEEN INVOLVED IN LEADERSHIP AND THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION WITH THEIR CHURCHES. 
 MANY REGIONS HAVE HISTORICALLY OFFERED SOME VERSION OF A CERTIFIED LAY MINISTRY PROGRAM THAT PROVIDED LAY
LEADERS WITH SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE TO SERVE AS LEADERS IN THEIR HOME CHURCH. 

OVER TIME, AS MORE BI AND CO-VOCATIONAL CONGREGATIONS BECAME THE NORM, FINDING QUALITY DEDICATED, AND AMERICAN
BAPTIST-FRIENDLY LEADERSHIP TO SERVE THEM AS PASTORAL LEADERS GREW MORE CHALLENGING.  SEVERAL OF THESE LAY
MINISTRY TRAINING PROGRAMS BEGAN TO BE USED AND LOOKED TO FOR THE EDUCATION OF BI-VOCATIONAL OR PART-TIME
PASTORS.  

THIS SHIFT IN FOCUS PUT MORE AND MORE WEIGHT ON THE VARIOUS PROGRAMS, REQUIRING REGIONS TO DEVOTE ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES (TIME, FINANCE, AND STAFF) TO ENSURE QUALITY AND CONSISTENCY IN VALUE.  AT THE SAME TIME, MOST REGIONS
HAVE FACED THEIR OWN SHORTFALLS IN FUNDING AND REDUCTION IN STAFF.  

M28 EMBRACES A RETURN TO THE PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE CHURCH, REGION, AND ACADEMY AT A CERTIFICATE LEVEL OF
ACADEMIA.  IT ALLOWS KAIROS UNIVERSITY TO PROVIDE HIGH-QUALITY, ATS-ACCREDITED EDUCATION AND TRAINING, WHILE THE
LOCAL CHURCH OR MINISTRY SERVES AS A TRAINING GROUND AND LEARNING CONTEXT FOR LEADERS, AND THE REGION HELPS
BROKER AND ADMINISTER THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE PARTNERS. THE PARTNERSHIP HELPS ALLEVIATE SOME OF THE
FINANCIAL AND STAFFING STRAIN FORMER MODELS WERE FEELING, WHILE PROVIDING AN AFFORDABLE, FLEXIBLE, AND QUALITY
ALTERNATIVE IT IS BELIEVED PEOPLE WILL READILY EMBRACE.  

WHO ARE THE PARTNERS IN THIS PROJECT? 
THE VARIOUS PARTNERS IN M28 ARE AS FOLLOWS: KAIROS UNIVERSITY (AKA SIOUX FALLS SEMINARY) IS THE THEOLOGICAL
EDUCATION INSTITUTIONAL PARTNER.  KAIROS, THROUGH ITS STAFF AND ADMINISTRATION, WILL PROVIDE A BROAD RANGE OF
COURSEWORK, AVAILABLE TO STUDENTS ONLINE AND DELIVERABLE BOTH IN SYNCHRONOUS AND ASYNCHRONOUS VIDEO FORMAT.  

KAIROS IS AN ATS-ACCREDITED INSTITUTION THAT HAS A HISTORIC AFFILIATION WITH THE NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST
DENOMINATION.  KAIROS SERVES STUDENTS IN 60+ COUNTRIES FROM 70+ DENOMINATIONAL BACKGROUNDS.  MORE ABOUT KAIROS
UNIVERSITY AND THE KAIROS PROJECT CAN BE FOUND AT WWW.KAIROS.EDU. 

SOME AMERICAN BAPTIST REGIONS WILL ALSO BE PARTNERS.  M28 WAS INITIATED BY EXECUTIVE MINISTERS IN THE GREAT LAKES
FELLOWSHIP OF ABC REGIONS, WHICH INCLUDES INDIANA-KENTUCKY, GREAT RIVERS (ILLINOIS-MISSOURI), MICHIGAN, AND OHIO. 
 MISSION NORTHWEST AND OTHER ABC REGIONS BEYOND THIS GEOGRAPHICAL FOOTPRINT MAY ALSO SOON JOIN. 

http://www.kairos.edu/


REGIONAL PARTNERS WILL PROVIDE ADMINISTRATIVE OVERSITE TO THE PROGRAM AND BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DESIGN AND
ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT PARTICIPATION AND ADVANCEMENT.  EACH REGION WILL DETERMINE ITS OWN STAFFING. FOR EXAMPLE,
THE INDIANA-KENTUCKY REGION HAS CONTRACTED A DEAN TO PROVIDE PROGRAM LEADERSHIP. 

CERTIFICATE LEVEL STUDENTS CONSTITUTE A THIRD PARTNER.  THIS INCLUDES LOCAL CLERGY WHO WISH TO PURSUE
CERTIFICATION IN THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION WHICH MAY LEAD TOWARD REGIONAL ORDINATION.  IT IS BELIEVED THAT THE
CONTEXTUAL NATURE OF THE PROGRAM, AS WELL AS ITS COMPETENCY-BASED APPROACH, AND AFFORDABILITY WILL PROVE
ATTRACTIVE TO MANY SUCH PASTORS AND MINISTRY LEADERS. 

THE PROGRAM IS ALSO OPEN TO CONGREGATIONAL LAY LEADERS (CO-WORKERS) WHO WISH TO GAIN CONTINUING EDUCATION AND
EQUIPPING IN AREAS OF LEADERSHIP AND MINISTRY.

STUDENT MENTORS ARE THE FINAL PARTNER.  EACH PARTICIPATING STUDENT MUST IDENTIFY AND WORK WITH A MENTOR TO MOVE
THROUGH THE PROGRAM.  THE MENTOR POSITION IS A VOLUNTARY ONE, WHERE A MENTOR IS MAKING A “PAY IT FORWARD”
CONTRIBUTION AND INVESTMENT OF LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT INTO A MENTEE’S LIFE AND FOR THE GOOD OF THE GREATER
CHURCH.  (SEE MORE ON MENTORS BELOW)

WHAT IS COMPETENCY BASED THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION (CBTE)?
COMPETENCY BASED THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION, OR CBTE, DIFFERS FROM TRADITIONAL ACADEMIC THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION IN A
FUNDAMENTAL WAY.  IN CBTE STUDENTS FOCUS ON DEVELOPING MASTERY OF OUTCOMES WITHIN THEIR PROGRAM OF STUDY.  

LEARNING IS CONTEXTUALLY CONNECTED TO ONE’S PLACE OF MINISTRY VOCATION (CHURCH OR OTHER MINISTRY) AND FOLLOWS A
LEARNING PATH THAT FEATURES BUILT IN FLEXIBLE AND PRACTICAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES. STUDENTS WILL WORK WITH THE
REGIONAL ADMINISTRATOR/DEAN AND THEIR MENTOR TO ASSESS COMPETENCY AND DESIRED OUTCOMES, LEADING TO THE DESIGN
OF THE EDUCATIONAL PATH OF THEIR PROGRAM. 

CERTIFIED GRADUATES OF M28 WILL DEMONSTRATE MINISTRY COMPETENCY IN A RANGE OF AREAS THAT TYPICALLY REQUIRE A
PASTOR’S VOCATIONAL ATTENTION.  THESE AREAS WILL COINCIDE WITH THE REQUIRED COURSE WORK A STUDENT PURSUES.  

WHAT COURSES OF STUDY WILL BE REQUIRED AND/OR OFFERED IN M28? 
TO ACHIEVE CERTIFICATION THROUGH M28 A STUDENT WILL NEED TO COMPLETE TWELVE (12) COURSES (9 REQUIRED AND 3
ELECTIVE) IN THE FOLLOWING DISCIPLINES: 

REQUIRED AREAS OF STUDY:                                                                                ELECTIVE AREAS OF STUDY:
 

• NEW TESTAMENT                                                                                                                          ELECTIVE ONE
• OLD TESTAMENT                                                                                                                          ELECTIVE TWO
• THEOLOGY                                                                                                                                  ELECTIVE THREE
• PASTORAL CARE                                                                                                                                                      
• ORGANIZATIONAL MANAGEMENT (CHURCH ADMIN)                                                                                     
• PREACHING                                                                                                                                                               

  • LEADERSHIP                                                                                                                                                                
• MISSIOLOGY/ ECCLESIOLOGY                                                                                                                               
• DISCIPLESHIP/DISCIPLE MAKING                                                                                                                        

REGIONAL PARTNERS MAY ALSO REQUIRE COMPLETION OF ADDITIONAL PREREQUISITES FOR THOSE CANDIDATES PURSUING
REGIONAL ORDINATION RECOGNITION, SUCH AS: 

• BAPTIST HISTORY & POLITY
• PROFESSIONAL BOUNDARIES TRAINING

WHAT IF I AM IN THE MIDDLE OF THE FORMER REGION PROGRAM? 
CONSIDERATION FOR STUDENTS WHO ENROLL IN M28 WITH PRIOR CERTIFICATION CREDIT OR ACHIEVEMENT FROM A PRIOR
REGIONAL PROGRAM WILL BE BUILT INTO THE INITIAL ASSESSMENT PROCESS.  THIS MAY MEAN GRANTING CREDIT FOR SOME PRIOR
COURSE WORK.

WHAT IS THE COST OF THIS PROGRAM? 
THE M28 CERTIFICATE IN THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION BEING OFFERED FOLLOWS A SUBSCRIPTION-BASED MODEL. A SUBSCRIPTION
FEE OF $25/MONTH WILL BE PAID DIRECT TO KAIROS UNIVERSITY. EACH REGION MAY CONSIDER ADDITIONAL FEES TO OFFSET
ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS. UNDER THE SUBSCRIPTION MODEL A STUDENT MAY TAKE ONE OR MORE COURSES EACH MONTH.  THE
PROGRAM IS SELF-PACED AND WILL REQUIRE PERSONAL INITIATIVE AND DEDICATION TO COMPLETE.   

WHAT IF I AM INTERESTED IN THE MORE TRADITIONAL MASTERS’ LEVEL THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION? 
IF YOU ARE LOOKING TO PURSUE ABCUSA RECOGNIZED ORDINATION YOU WILL NEED TO FOLLOW A MORE TRADITIONAL PATH SUCH
AS THE M.DIV. OR M.A.T.S.   ABCUSA HAS SEVERAL PARTNER SEMINARIES THAT PROVIDE SUCH PATHS TODAY IN MULTIPLE WAYS. 
 KAIROS UNIVERSITY/SIOUS FALLS SEMINARY ALSO PROVIDES MASTERS LEVEL DEGREES USING THE CBTE MODEL.  THE
SUBSCRIPTION RATE FOR THOSE PROGRAMS IS $300/MONTH.  



HOW WILL THE PROGRAM BE ADMINISTERED IN OUR REGION? 
EACH ABC REGION WILL DETERMINE HOW IT INTENDS TO ADMINISTER THE PROGRAM. IN SOME REGIONS, SUCH AS ABCINKY, THE
EXECUTIVE MINISTER HAS APPOINTED A DEAN FOR THE PROGRAM. THIS DEAN/ADMINISTRATOR WILL WORK WITH STUDENTS AS THEY
ENROLL, DETERMINE COMPETENCIES AND A LEARNING PATH, AND SELECT THEIR STUDENT MENTOR.  STUDENT
ASSESSMENT/COMPETENCY EVALUATION WILL BE THE DOMAIN OF THE REGION IN CLOSE COLLABORATION WITH EACH STUDENT’S
MENTOR. 

WHAT IS THE MENTOR ROLE? 
EACH PARTICIPATING STUDENT MUST IDENTIFY AND WORK WITH A MENTOR TO MOVE THROUGH THE PROGRAM.  MENTORS SHOULD
BE M. DIV. OR HIGHER CREDENTIALED CLERGY, WHO ARE FAMILIAR WITH PASTORAL MINISTRY, OF THE STUDENT’S CHOOSING, AND
APPROVED BY THE REGIONAL ADMINISTRATOR/DEAN.  REGIONAL PARTNERS CAN WORK WITH STUDENTS IN IDENTIFYING STUDENT
MENTORS, SHOULD THAT BE NEEDED.  THE STUDENT MENTOR WILL BE INTEGRAL TO A STUDENT’S ACADEMIC ASSESSMENT AND
SHOULD BE WILLING TO COMPANION A STUDENT CANDIDATE THROUGH THE REGIONAL ORDINATION PROCESS.  

WHO SHOULD CONSIDER ENROLLMENT IN M28?
ENROLLMENT IN M28 IS IDEAL FOR THE PASTORAL OR MINISTRY LEADER IN A SMALLER CONGREGATION WHO MAY BE BI OR CO-
VOCATIONAL, ENTERING MINISTRY LATER IN LIFE, AND SEEKING TO ENHANCE THEIR RESERVOIR OF KNOWLEDGE FOR MINISTRY AND
CAPACITY TO THINK THEOLOGICALLY.  THE IDEAL STUDENT IS NOT LOOKING FOR A MASTER’S DEGREE IN THEOLOGY OR SEEKING
ABCUSA NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED ORDINATION; BUT VALUES GAINING GREATER COMPETENCY IN MINISTRY AND THE PASTORAL
ROLE. PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS SHOULD BE SELF-MOTIVATED LEARNERS WHO ARE ABLE TO MAKE PARTICIPATION IN M28 A PRIORITY
AND HAVE THE BACKING OF THE CONGREGATION WHERE THEY SERVE.  

IF YOU ARE UNCERTAIN IF THIS DESCRIBES YOU, OR THAT YOU ARE A GOOD FIT FOR THIS PROGRAM, YOU AND ENCOURAGED TO VISIT
WITH YOUR REGION STAFF FOR FURTHER DISCERNMENT. 

WILL CERTIFICATE GRADUATES OF M28 AUTOMATICALLY RECEIVE ORDINATION RECOGNITION? 
COMPLETION OF THE M28 CERTIFICATION PROGRAM DOES NOT AUTOMATICALLY TRANSLATE TO REGION RECOGNIZED ORDINATION. 
 IN ABC LIFE ORDINATION IS ALWAYS AN ACT OF THE LOCAL CHURCH IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE REGIONAL BODY.  EACH REGION HAS
ITS OWN ORDINATION RECOGNITION PROCESS AND GUIDELINES THAT CANDIDATES MUST FOLLOW.  IT IS BELIEVED, HOWEVER, THAT
THOSE STUDENTS WHO COMPLETE THIS CERTIFICATION WILL BE WELL-POSITIONED TO MOVE THROUGH THE REGIONAL PROCESS. 


