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BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW for the February 16, 2012 Comedy Fundraiser  
 

Camp Lael and Friendship House will once again host a joint fundraiser on Thursday evening, 

February 16 at the Mark Ridley Comedy Castle in downtown Royal Oak (310 S. Troy 

St.).  Doors will open at 7 and the show starts at 8. The headliner will be Rocky LaPorte .  

Tickets are $25 and can be purchased from board members of either organization.  Questions? 

Call 313-871-7443. 

 

  Friendship House Board Members are: 

  Jerome Bowie   Denise Henderson 

  Dave Brault    Katy Ninivaggi  

  Cindy Cole    Patricia Simpson 

  Carole Curley   Gloriane Hymon Wiley  

  Doreen Fitzpatrick   Tom Williams  

What Does ñNeighbors Helping Neighborsò in Our Mission Statement Mean? 
 
ñFriendship House is a community resource network of óneighbors helping neighborsô,ò  starts  

our Mission Statement, and we are thinking about what that means for the future.  One element 

guiding our thoughts is empowering people to help themselves. We want to help those who are 

able to become independent of Friendship House to do so.  Whenever possible, we wish to foster 

a sense of community and connectedness between Hamtramck residents. To the extent that 

neighbors can work together to help each other and their neighborhood , we want to support 

them.  Of course, we strive to act ñneighborlyò to our Hamtramck neighbors. 

Three New Board Members Join Friendship House  
 
Over the last several months, Friendship House has added Cindy Cole , an employee of 

Associated Community Services; Patricia Simpson , Director of Corinthian Baptist Churchôs 

Caregivers Ministry, and Katy Ninivaggi , an attorney with an interest in microlending program 

development.  We welcome them and all the enthusiasm, experience and knowledge they bring to 

guiding Friendship House toward an exciting future.  

Prayer Request:  Friendship House has been collaborating with three 

other nonprofits over the past three years to create a community services 

building that we could share. Such a center would allow ñone stop shoppingò 

to those we serve, help us all to save on overhead, expand what we could 

offer, help more people and have an aesthetically more pleasant space.  We 

think this project may soon come to fruition.  We ask our faith community 

to pray on our behalf that we would know and do Godôs will. 



 
February 26, 2012___________________________________  
 
March 25, 2012:  Hartford Memorial Baptist Church  
 
April 22, 2012_______________________________________  
 
May27, 2012________________________________________  
 
If you can bring and serve a light supper for about 35 people between 4 
and 6 p.m., call Kim at 313-871-7443. 

  1,342 clients were 

served in the Harvest 

Food Pantry during 

December 

Buy  
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Martin Luther King Jr. Day Service for Snacks Draws 40+ Teens  
 
AmeriCorps VISTA worker, Sam Young , secured funding, purchased healthy snacks and recruited over 40 

Hamtramck High school students plus local adults to volunteer their time at Friendship House.  The students 

assembled 500 healthy snack kits each containing a bottled water, a package of carrot sticks, a granola bar, a 

pudding, a string cheese, a spoon and a flier about nutrition. On the reverse side of the nutrition flier was a brief 

write -up of who Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was and his contributions to the world.  While students worked, a 

recording of some of Dr. Kingôs most famous speeches was played. 
 
The head of Michiganôs VISTA program, Evan Albert , participated and told the volunteers more about Dr. 

King and the importance of volunteering. He also put in a plug for the Americorp VISTA program as a 

possibility for their futures.  Adult volunteers from Wayne Metro Community Action Agency , VISTA  

workers from other sites, Acts 29 and Piast Institute assisted. 
 
The snack kits were delivered to Hamtramck High School and several elementary schools and distributed to 

students.  Thanks to Hamtramck Drug Free Community Coalition , Philip Leslie , Techone Printing , 

Kristen Hurt and the Hamtramck High School Student Action Team  for their help in planning and 

executing this very successful event. 
 

Left: Volunteers assemble healthy snack kits 

honoring Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 

Above�������0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q�¶�V���$�P�H�U�L�&�R�U�S�V���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U����
Evan Albert, shakes hands with Katie Garbin. 

Right:  Hamtramck High students receive the 

healthy snack bags. 
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